
Uniform Event Information Layout
District 9 Consumer Decision Making Contest

Name and Title:

“2008 District 9 4-H Consumer Decision Making Contest”

Logistics:

Location - Kleberg Building on Texas A&M Campus 

Time Date - Saturday, April 19, 2008

Schedule: 
7:30  Set-Up
8:30-9:00 Registration
9:00 Contest Begins with Participant Orientation and Story in Aud. 2 & Group

Leader Orientation in Aud. 1
9:00 - 11:00  Judging
11:00 - 11:15 Oral Reasons Preparation
1:00 Wrap-Up/Tabulation
Awards program upon completion of tabulation no earlier than 2pm

* Parents, Coaches, and Extension personnel not assisting with the contest should clear the area by  9:45
a.m. (following the orientation of participants).  They will be able to meet their 4-Hers in auditorium 1 as
each group completes the contest.

Cost:
 Entries should be completed on 4-H Connect by April 11, 2008. Payment of $12.00 is required

during the online registration.                 

Objectives:

Participation in the Consumer Decision Making Contest is open to individuals and teams of 4-H’ers who
have participated in the Consumer Life Skills Project.  All contestants compete for individual awards. 
Teams compete for individual and team awards.

As a result of participating in the Consumer Decision-Making Contest, contestants will:
• Demonstrate skill in making decisions based on facts
• Apply knowledge and experience in consumer education by analyzing consumer situations
• Experience making choices among selected marketplace options
• Develop and strengthen their reasoning ability in consumer skills
• Demonstrate their ability to organize thoughts and express them orally in a clear, confident manner

Description: 



The Consumer Decision-Making Contest is a competitive event that enables 4-Her’s to practice making
decisions based on information about a situation and the marketplace options available.  This contest is
an opportunity to practice marketplace skills and compare decisions with a panel of judges who are
knowledgeable about today’s marketplace and the goods and services available.

There are two parts to the Consumer Decision-Making Contest.  The first part is to place or rank the
options.  There will be four articles or options of one kind to rank.  This group of items is called a class . 
Study guides provide research and factual information about the classes. 

For each class, a buying problem-or situation- is presented.  The situation describes a set of
circumstances.  Contestants assume the role of consumers in the situation.  Contestants will consider
which item best fits the needs, wants, and criteria provided in the situation described.  Contestants will
base their decisions on information learned through the study guide, participation in the Consumer Life
Skills Project, and other background knowledge and consumer experiences.  

One product in each class will best meet the consumer’s needs; another will be almost as desirable, and
the other two will meet the standards to lesser degrees.  Ranking four items in order, according to how
well they meet the situation, is called placing.  

Individual contestants will also explain why they decided on a certain placing.  This is called giving
reasons and is the second part of the Consumer Decision-Making Contest.  It is one thing to place a
class correctly but quite another to be able to explain the reasons why the class was placed as it was. 
The ability to give oral reasons comes from experience in decisions making, by making comparisons,
and from a through knowledge of the product information for the class.  Background provided by the
Consumer Life Skills Project will help develop stronger reasoning ability.  

Rules:

ENTRY DIVISIONS
Juniors 8 years & in the 3  grade to10 years old as of August 31, 2007rd

Intermediates 11 – 13 years old as of August 31, 2007
Seniors 14 – 19 years old as of August 31, 2007

ENTRY INFORMATION
1. Each County may have multiple teams in each age division (junior, intermediate,

senior).  A team can be composed of three or four members.
2. If a team is not entered in an age division, the county may enter one to two individual

contestants for that age division.
3. Team summaries are due  March 28, 2008  
4. Volunteers for job responsibilities during the contest must be submitted with Team

summaries on March 28, 2008. 
5. Individual Registration (participants name and birth dates) is required and must be

entered on 4-H Connect by April 11, 2008 
6. Eligibility forms for contestants must be submitted at the time of registration on the

day of the contest.  All contestants must have an eligibility form to participate in
this event. Each contestant must present a form at check in on April 19, 2008



Participant Orientation:

CONTEST CATEGORIES

See 2008 Consumer Decision-Making Contest Guide on the 4-H Website
http://fcs.tamu.edu/money/your_money/cdm/index.php

Junior Intermediate/Senior
Compact Fluorescent Bulbs Analog to Digital
Emergency Radios Compact Fluorescent Bulbs**
Gold Jewelry Credit Cards*
Mystery Gold Jewelry
Used Cars Mystery
Sun Blocking Clothes Used Cars

*Senior Reasons
** Intermediate Reasons

ITEMS ALLOWED IN THE CONTEST AREA ( Must be provided by participant)
• Pencils- usually one or two
• Clipboard with 2 or 3 sheets of clean paper
• Calculators (not cell phones used as calculators)

PLACING CARD PREPARATION
Placement will be done using the Universal/ Scantron.pdf format found on the study guide website.

JUDGING PROCEDURE
1. Non-participants will be asked to leave the contest area following the orientation.
2. Following orientation, contestants will be divided into judging groups.  They will remain in these

groups throughout the judging of classes and study period to reasons presentation.
3. The situation will be read only one time to the participants.  Each participant will receive a copy to

use during judging.  The situation will be a story about a family.  Each class will select items for
one or more of the family members.

4. The contest number will assign the participants to a group that will rotate through six classes and
two rest periods.  Contestants must remain with assigned group throughout the contest including the
reasons preparation.

5. As you gather around the judging class table, face away from the table keeping your back to the
table until you are instructed to start judging by the timer.

6. Each group will get seven minutes to judge each class.  A two minute warning is given before the
time is up.  At the end of the seven minutes participants should face away from the table during the
placing card completion.

7. One minute is allowed to rotate to the next class with group.

http://fcs.tamu.edu/money/your_money/cdm/index.php


8. To indicate the ranking of items in each class, the contestant should very carefully fill in the
appropriate bubble which appears next to the placing as listed on the scantron.

9. Products must be handled carefully so that the quality will not be changed of the labels removed.
10. No talking is permitted and contestants may not leave the room while the contest is going on.  At

the district contest, contestants will be given one warning about the “ no talking” rule.  Thereafter,
points are deducted from your placing score, 2 points for each reprimand.

11. Reason will be given in the scheduled order beginning approximately 15 minutes after all classes
have been judged.  Two minutes are allowed for each set of reasons.  Because some contestants may
not take all of the allocated time for giving reasons, the next scheduled contestant should be ready
as soon as the room monitor signals that the judges are ready.

12. During the two rest periods you can start preparing your reasons.
13. A schedule will be posted outside of the “reasons” room.  When a contestant goes in for reasons,

their contestant number will be scratched off the door.
14. Intermediates may use their reason card while giving reasons to judges, but they should only refer to

the card when necessary.  Seniors may NOT use their reason card while giving reasons to judges.
Contestants who are not judging or giving reasons will remain in the study room.  Quiet is required
so that others can concentrate.  After contestants have completed judging and giving reasons, they
may be excused. 

15. All contestants will be expected to attend the awards presentation.
16. Contestants who leave the contest site before giving reasons will receive a zero score for reasons.

Links to Resources:

http://fcs.tamu.edu  (State Rules and Guidelines)
http://d94-h.tamu.edu (District Rules and Guidelines)

Results: (on website following contest) http://www.judgingcard.com

http://fcs.tamu.edu
http://d94-h.tamu.edu
http://www.judgingcard.com

